FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Local Civil Air Patrol members honor veterans through Wreaths Across America 

December 7, 2007 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Members of the Civil Air Patrol’s National Capital Wing remembered the sacrifices of veterans who were laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery and Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery in Cheltenham, Md., as part of nationwide Wreaths Across America observances Dec. 15. Wreath-laying ceremonies culminated with a nationwide moment of remembrance at noon. 

This small gesture and tradition began more than 15 years ago and continues today with Wreaths Across America’s mission to “remember-honor-teach:

• Remember the fallen
• Honor those who have served
• Teach our children that freedom isn’t free

The wing’s Andrews Composite Squadron and Benjamin Stoddert Middle School Cadet Squadron presented seven wreaths at Cheltenham to honor local veterans.

Wing personnel also participated in a ceremony at the new Air Force Memorial in Arlington, Va. 

Click here to view an Air Force Link video of the ceremony.

“Wreaths Across America is a exceptional way to honor our veterans who helped preserve the freedoms we as Americans hold dear and too often take for granted,” said Brig. Gen. Amy Courter, CAP interim national commander. “Through the community involvement of our members in Maine, Civil Air Patrol has been involved with the Arlington remembrance ceremony for several years. We take great pride in helping Worcester Wreath Co. make this remembrance program a memorable national event this holiday season.”

Through Wreaths Across America, Civil Air Patrol joins with Worcester Wreath Co. of Harrington, Maine, in remembering our nation’s departed veterans. CAP units led 132 of the 268 observances this year, and participated with other color and honor guards in approximately 25 additional locations.

This year, for the first time ever, members of the public sponsored placement of more than 16,500 wreaths on veterans’ graves across the U.S., with more than 4,000 of those sponsored through CAP. These wreaths were placed during ceremonies in all 50 states. Worcester Wreath Co. donated more than 15,600 wreaths, 10,000 of which were placed at Arlington National Cemetery. In all, more than 32,000 wreaths adorn cemeteries and memorials through Wreaths Across America.

Wreaths Across America began in 2006 as an offshoot of the Arlington National Cemetery wreath project, which was started in 1992 with the annual placement of wreaths donated by Worcester Wreath Co. Wreaths Across America ceremonies were conducted largely by CAP wings and squadrons with the help of veterans’ organizations; private citizens; the Maine State Society of Washington, D.C., which annually assists with the laying of wreaths at Arlington; and the Patriot Guard Riders. In its first year, Wreaths Across America wreath-laying ceremonies were held at more than 240 national and state veterans’ cemeteries across the country and in Puerto Rico. 

Click here to read the national media coverage concerning CAP's participation in the 2007 Wreaths Across America.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.
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