FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arkansas Civil Air Patrol cadets get varied view of aviation
MONTICELLO, Ark. -- Five Southeast Arkansas Composite Squadron cadets recently devoted a weekend to a full range of aviation-oriented activities during tours of the Tennessee Air National Guard and FedEx air operations in Memphis, Tenn. 

Capts. Frank Warner, Arkansas Wing aerospace education director, and Betty Evans, squadron deputy commander for cadets and aerospace education officer, accompanied cadets Terry Montgomery, Kolby Deaton, Brandon Rae and Michael Knight on the two-day event. 

A trip to a commemorative Air Force museum began the weekend’s total submersion into flight-related activities. The cadets were invited to climb aboard the vintage aircraft to get a feel for how World War I pilots felt in the cockpits of the flying machines. 

While waiting for the tour of the Tennessee Air National Guard facility, the cadets were witnesses to an Air Force swearing in ceremony held by satellite link-up to Iraq to allow the young man being sworn in to be seen and heard by his father, who is stationed in Iraq. 

“The swearing in was a very emotional time for my cadets,” Evans said. “Seeing the family of the young man and hearing their conversations with the officer in Iraq spoke volumes to the young people. They commented that seeing it all really brought home to them what being patriotic and proud of America really means. 

The cadets were then taken through the Air National Guard facility and shown areas where pilots and crews of C-5 transport planes are readied for missions. They saw how survival packs are assembled for emergencies that might be encountered on any of the C-5 flights. 

Meeting with a flight crew, the cadets were given a complete tour of one of the second-largest airplanes in the world. The C-5 is almost as long as a football field and is the largest airlifter in the Air Force inventory. 

The cadets were allowed to see all parts of the aircraft, including crew quarters, passenger compartments and, of course, the cockpit, which stands 2 1/2 stories above the runway.

As the cadets took turns sitting in the pilot and co-pilot seats, the pilot explained the purpose of many of the dials, levers and buttons on the huge console. 

“I can’t believe how big the C-5 is!” Montgomery said. “The flight crew was great to let us look at everything and answered so many questions for us.” 

Added Rae, “Sitting in the pilot’s seat of the second-largest plane flying is really cool! We stuck our heads out the window in the cockpit and really saw just how big it is.” 

Thinking the tour was over after leaving the C-5, the Arkansas Wing members were surprised to learn they would next get flight time aboard a C-5 training simulator. C-5 pilots are required to have flight checks on the simulator on a regular basis with a certified flight instructor. 

After the C-5 simulator, the Arkansans spent an evening talking about all the day’s happenings, sharing pictures and stories. And they still had another day of flight ahead of them.  

The next day, the crew received an early morning tour of the air traffic control tower at Memphis International Airport, the Federal Aviation Administration Control Center, as well as a tour of FedEx air operation international delivery
Evans said, “One of the purposes of this trip was to show our cadets that there are many areas in which they can find a niche in aviation. Flying is the first thing most cadets think about in Civil Air Patrol, but we want them to know that many opportunities can be found. 

"I think this group saw that in the tours of ANG and FedEx in Memphis. They saw people working in many different capacities throughout their two-day activities.” 

Warner noted, “They saw a lot of different people working in many different jobs to support the crews of the gigantic C-5, and the FedEx DC-10 crews. They saw how important each of those jobs was to the whole picture. I think we had a very successful trip and look forward to other squadrons participating in future tours.” 
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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