
At Civil Air Patrol, the volunteer auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, we're helping develop tomorrow's 
aerospace workforce. 

JOB DESCRIPTION: Aircrew Loadmaster 
A Career as a loadmaster (civilian and military) 
 
The loadmaster performs the calculations and plans cargo and 
passenger placement to keep the aircraft within permissible center of 
gravity limits throughout the flight. Loadmasters ensure cargo is 
placed on the aircraft in such a way as to prevent overloading 
sensitive sections of the airframe and cargo floor. Considerations are 
also given to civilian and military regulations which may prohibit the 
placement of one type of cargo in proximity to another. Unusual 
cargo may require special equipment to be loaded safely aboard the 
aircraft, limiting where the other cargo may feasibly be placed. Tactically, loadmasters may also 
directly affect combat readiness as they are also responsible for determining the load order of 
aircraft so that more tactically important materiel (e.g. ammunition) is off-loaded and therefore 
ready to deploy faster than other support items; this may be especially germane to forward 
operating bases. 

The loadmaster may physically load the aircraft, but primarily supervises loading crews and 
procedures. Once positioned aboard the aircraft, the loadmaster ensures it is secured against 
movement. Chains, straps, and integrated cargo locks are among the most common tools used to 
secure the cargo. Because the aircraft will execute abrupt maneuvers which may shift the cargo in 
flight, the loadmaster must determine the appropriate amount and placement of cargo restraint. 

Many loadmasters may also be required to be qualified for "aerial delivery" of paratroops or 
cargo by parachute. Compared to the relatively routine transportation of cargo, airdrops can be a 
highly technical and dangerous undertaking. Under some situations, the most effective way to 
resupply ground troops is by aerial delivery of equipment, ammunition, food, and medical 
supplies. Many military victories have been dependent in large part upon aerial delivery. 

Cargo Helicopter loadmasters provide aircraft clearance information and direct pilots to safe 
positions when landing and taking off. 

Link to Specific Loadmaster Crewmember Jobs click below: 
 
http://www.airforce.com/careers/detail/aircraft-loadmaster/ 
http://www.loadmasters.com/about.htm 
http://www.military.com/news/article/air-force-news/understanding-life-as-a-

loadmaster.html?ESRC=airforcenews.RSS 
http://www.loadmasters.com/links.htm 
Aircraft Loadmaster USAF Factsheet 

 
 
Courtesy: US Air Force, loadmasters.com, military.com 
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