FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

N.C. Wing Civil Air Patrol finds missing aircraft 

May 13, 2008 

Contact: Maj. John Maxfield, CAP Mission Information Officer, xxx-xxx-xxxx

RALEIGH, N.C. – The wreckage of a missing single-engine Piper PA-32-260 was located about 9:10 a.m. today near Cold Mountain in the Shining Rock Wilderness Area along the Haywood and Transylvania County lines in western North Carolina. 
The aircraft had left Rutherford County Airport in North Carolina about 5 a.m. May 12 bound for North Little Rock Municipal Airport in Arkansas. After the aircraft was reported overdue, the U.S. Air Force Rescue Coordination Center notified the North Carolina Wing of the Civil Air Patrol to begin a search.
The search continued this morning with three CAP aircraft and the assistance of a North Carolina Highway Patrol helicopter, as well as four ground teams from the North and South Carolina wings of the Civil Air Patrol, members of the Cruso Fire Department and the Haywood County Rescue Squad.
A North Carolina Wing aircrew – Lt. Col. Wally Courtney, pilot, and Capt. Gary Lux, mission observer – in a CAP Cessna spotted the aircraft on the ground in steep, rough terrain. The CAP members guided the Highway Patrol helicopter into the site for low-level verification. Ground crews were then directed to the crash site, where they reported no survivors. 
The occupants of the aircraft were identified as the Rev. Forrest Pollock and his son, Preston, both of Brandon, Fla. 

The incident commander for the mission is Lt. Col. Jeff Willis. Willis can be reached by phone at xxx-xxx-xxxx or by e-mail at XXXX 

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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