FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Civil Air Patrol Colo. members help search for downed Cessna 323

HAYDEN, Colo. – Civil Air Patrol’s Colorado Wing members defied bad weather to devote nine airplanes, 35 flights and nearly 80 hours in the air to the search for a missing twin-engine Cessna 310 found after two days. 

 

The Air Force Rescue Coordination Center had asked the wing at 11:10 a.m. May 25 to search for the Cessna, whose pilot had picked up his father at Yampa Valley Regional Airport in Hayden and left for Fort Collins. He never arrived. 
Wing members, with considerable assistance from the Federal Aviation Administration, collected and analyzed radar data but could not find a solid radar track. The search area covered more than 4,000 square miles.

Joining the CAP members searching for the plane were two helicopters, one from Routt County and one from the Army National Guard stationed in Eagle. 

A Routt County Search and Rescue ground team found the downed craft May 25 after a team member smelled aviation fuel while riding a snowmobile through the search area. Neither the pilot nor the passenger survived.

Nearly 10 feet of snow covered the ground at the crash site.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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