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Carroll squadron marches in Westminster parade
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The Carroll Composite Squadron presents the colors during the final moments of the Memorial Day parade. 

June 4, 2008

WESTMINSTER, MD. – Members of the Carroll Composite Squadron, part of Civil Air Patrol’s Maryland Wing, continued their annual tradition of marching in the Memorial Day parade in Westminster, Md.

The parade is the longest continuously running parade in the U.S., representing 140 years of patriotism. It began in 1868 with a parade and ceremony at the Westminster Veterans Cemetery.

Along with the Carroll squadron, the parade included many veterans organizations, civic groups, the Westminster Band and the local high school band. U.S. Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md.) marched ahead of the squadron. Bartlett, a strong supporter of Civil Air Patrol, spoke with cadets at the ceremony.

At the cemetery, many groups laid wreaths in memory of those who had given the ultimate sacrifice for their country. Guest speakers, a recital of the Gettysburg address and performance of the National Anthem were all part of the traditional ceremony. 
The Carroll color guard presented the colors during the ceremony as taps were played, followed by a 21-gun salute and firing of howitzers by the Maryland Army National Guard.

The parade will be shown on local cable television during June. A complete schedule can be found at: http://cablecast.cmcmd.tv/cablecast/public/.
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
There are more than 1,300 members of CAP in Maryland. Last fiscal year wing members flew 42 search and rescue missions and were credited with 31 finds.

For information about the Maryland Wing of CAP, visit http://mdcap.org.
Public Affairs also offers an e-mail alert system for news releases. When news breaks, a subscriber receives an automatic e-mail with a summary of the news release and a link back to the story on the MDWG web site. Just go to: http://mdcap.org/?fuseaction=newsalert.form and fill in your e-mail address.

The Carroll Composite Squadron meets on Tuesday evenings at the Westminster Armory on Hahn Road. Prospective members are always welcome. For additional information, visit the squadron's website at: http://www.carrollcap.org/.

